
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Superintendent’s Desk 

By Rich Lemburg 
As we head into October, I just want to 

touch on two topics. One is fairly new and exciting 
and the other is one we have dealt with on a regular 
basis over the years.   

The first one is our Career Academy for our 
juniors and seniors.  Our Career Academy is set up 
to get junior and senior students out in the work 
world to look at different career fields. They can 
then see what actually goes into careers they are 
interested in pursuing after graduation.  The 11th 
grade year is more of a job shadowing opportunity 
and the students do shorter, more wide-ranging 
visits of different jobs to gauge their interest and get 
more information on different fields. 

During the student’s senior year, the goal is 
to have the students out every Friday job 
shadowing, building connections, and getting 
opportunities to set up possible paid internships for 
the 2nd semester.  We also have some of our seniors 
going to “Fridays at Northeast” where they take 
classes through NECC and work on their CNA or 
welding certifications.  

A major topic I bring up every year is social 
media and student use of social media.   As a school 
district, we are constantly dealing with student 
social media and working to keep our staff updated 
so we can monitor the different apps along with 
educating students on proper usage of 
technology.  Though it has helped, we still deal a lot 
with issues of students making poor decisions with 
social media.  Since the pandemic, the amount of 
students who deal with stress, anxiety, depression 
and other factors have skyrocketed.   Even though 
we like to think we are in our safe little bubble in 
Clarkson, NE we are dealing with the same issues 
and our numbers of students dealing with those 
issues have grown immensely.   

I encourage all parents to make sure you are 
monitoring your children’s social media platforms 
and be aware of what apps they are using. Do not be 
afraid to occasionally do some routine checks of 
their phone.  Besides checking your child’s phone 

and social media, please make sure you are talking 
with your children about their lives and how they 
are doing.   I have two teenagers and I know they 
really don’t love those conversations but they are so 
important to have with them.  
 

News from the Principal 
By Lee Schneider 

Happy Fall!!  It is always a beautiful time of 
the year as the seasons begin to change over and we 
are in full swing with all school activities! As 
always there are a lot of incredible things that are 
happening and we want to make sure that everyone 
gets a chance to enjoy it!  

We are wrapping up another successful 
Book Fair and want to say THANK YOU to Mrs. 
Cropp for her work this year.  It was a great theme 
and execution that allowed for some extra 
excitement in the hallways.  

With the school year hitting full stride, 
hopefully you will have a chance to watch the 
Patriots or Cyclones in action!  There are a lot of 
amazing things happening on the field, court and 
diamond! We are very proud of the kids and 
coaches for the time and effort. I know they 
appreciate all the support you give them. The 
support that you have shown is great and something 
to be very proud of as a community.  
 With the weather starting to turn and harvest 
in full swing, I ask that you remind any student 
drivers to make sure they are careful and mindful of 
all gravel roads, where grain trucks could possibly 
be traveling.  It is a crazy part of the year with many 
people going in a lot of different directions! Go 
Pats!!  
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Business/FBLA/Stream Team News 
By: Matt Murren 

 Well the weather is starting to feel a little more 
like fall as we head into October. It feels fantastic to 
be back in the swing of things here at school in the 
classroom and on the field. As always the start to the 
year is extremely busy in the classroom, in the tech 
world, and with the extra curricular activities. It has 
been great to see the positivity in the hallways we’ve 
had thus far and makes each day a lot of fun.  
 The business classes are rolling right along 
and we are churning through content and creating 
projects in the classroom. Multimedia just finished up 
their Silent Film which is always our first project of the 
year. Check it out, they did a fantastic job and it’ll 
keep you on your toes for the entirety of it.  Video 
Production is our advanced video and editing class 
and this group will be tackling activities this year such 
as highlight videos for sports teams, 
commercials/graphics for the stream and creating 
projects of their own as well. As always, check them 
out on our school YouTube channel, 
clarksonpublicschool.   

Accounting I is working with a sole 
proprietorship right now. They are just finishing up 
learning to journalize all their transactions and will 
start posting to accounts in the next chapter. 
Accounting II is working on departmental journalizing 
of transactions with discounts. One of the main 
changes from Accounting I to Accounting II is that 
transactions become much more complex and tasks 
as well. Personal Finance is my senior class and it’s 
one of the best additions that we’ve made mandatory 
here. This group is currently on our banking unit 
where we discuss all things banking such as checking 
and savings accounts, CD’s, money market accounts, 
and loans. We started an investing game on 
Marketwatch as a fun competition and they’ve really 
enjoyed it! 
 FBLA Fall Leadership Conference is right 
around the corner and will be held on Wednesday, 
September 28th in Fremont at Midland University. 
This year we will be taking five officers. Our officer 
team consists of: Ashly Guillen (President), Deandrea 
Rivera (Vice-President), Paige Kurpgeweit 
(Reporter/Parliamentarian), Aubrie Hanna (Secretary) 
and Korbin Lemburg (Treasurer). This is our 6th year 
having and our group continues to grow each year! 
 This year’s Stream Team has 20 members! 
The members range from 7th grade to 12th grade 
and  it’s great getting so many kids involved. It’s the 
most members that we’ve ever had and the kids do a 
great job of making these streams enjoyable for the 
viewers. Find the stream at our website, 
www.clpatsathletics.com, or on our Athletic YouTube 
page, Clarkson-Leigh Athletics. 
 As always, It’s A Great Day To Be A Patriot! 
 
 

¡Hola! 
By Vicky Miller 

8th Graders enjoyed a unit called Disfrutando 
los snacks. They learned a lot of vocab to be able to talk 
about popular snacks, including snack beverages, in 
their own culture as well as from the Hispanic cultures. 
They are able to describe them, give their opinion about 
them (What do you think about spaghetti flavored ice 
cream bars?!), and compare them. They worked on 
asking/answering questions in conversations with a 
partner on this topic too. They even practiced ordering 
snacks! Then they did a really quick unit on alebrijes 
(imaginary animals made by combining a variety of real 
animals). They made some of their own and described 
them. There are several creative artists in this class! 

Spanish 1 just concluded the unit Conectando 
con amigos nuevos por las redes sociales (Connecting 
with new friends via social media). We learned how to 
tell our names (whole name, preferred name & 
nicknames), tell our usernames, express our reactions to 
what we see on social media, and give our opinion of 
various social media sites. We also learned about dual 
citizenship and the info found in passports as well as to 
recognize different nationalities. At the end of each 
lesson, students showed off what they had picked up in 
unique ways. One day they took a selfie and added their 
names. Another day they created passports, as if they 
had dual citizenship in the U.S. and a Spanish-speaking 
country. 

Spanish 2 just finished up a unit called 
Descubriendo escuelas del mundo (Discovering schools 
around the world). They described classrooms all around 
the world, compared schedules and classes, 
investigated the price of school supplies in other 
countries, looked at some very interesting ways to get to 
school, described and gave their opinions of uniforms, 
and researched many different aspects of school in an 
assigned Spanish-speaking country and compared it to 
our school experience here. Students got competitive 
playing an adapted game of Left, Right, Center to 
prepare for giving and following directions around 
school, where they raced to follow the directions and find 
all the clues throughout the building. 

Spanish 3/4 also recently finished their first unit, 
Hablando sobre series de televisión (Talking about TV 
series). They can tell if they’ve seen a series or not, give 
basic info about a series and tell the story line of an 
episode or whole series. They can describe characters 
and give info about actors/actresses. They can talk 
about how a show makes them feel, their preferences as 
a TV viewer, and give recommendations to someone 
else according to that person’s interests. We compared 
series with a bracket to determine which series was the 
best of all time; Stranger Things beat Outerbanks in the 
final showdown. Students also really enjoyed 30 
segundos, a competitive game in which one player 
describes a word for others to guess (similar to games 
like Password or Headbands).  

¡Hasta pronto! 
 
 



Kindergarten News 
By Wes Pokorny 

         The start of school is always exciting, especially when you are 5 or 6 years old.  In my attempt to reach 
and teach the whole child, I try to plan activities that are developmentally appropriate. Yes, we spend a lot of 
time on our early reading and math skills but I will never underestimate the importance of play.  Play is the 
work of children.  Play that is not structured by an adult but initiated by the children themselves will teach more 
than I ever could.  Play is where children learn to self-regulate and handle conflict.  Play is where children learn 
to become risk takers.  Without risk, there is no ability to solve problems. Without problem solving, there is no 
learning.  You cannot measure any of those qualities by a standardized test that may or may not be 
developmentally appropriate for children.   
     I have spent the summer making some changes to what used to be our school garden.  I will now refer to the 
space as the “Child Development Lab”.  It is a space where children are in charge of their learning.  The adults 
in the area are there to observe what is going on but not interfere unless safety becomes an issue.   
     My goal will always be to create a program where children are engaged in activities that bring them joy and 
allow them to be curious risk takers. 
     Until next time….Win The Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

High School Math 
By Tony Horacek 

We had to get a lot of testing done in August and September and we are glad to be done with that until 
the next round.  Many of the students will probably not admit it, but I am sure they are glad to be done with 
testing and settled into getting to do math every day. Algebra I is learning to solve algebraic equations, 
Geometry just finished learning about polygons, polyhedrons and transformations, Algebra II is working on 
solving 2 and 3 variable systems and Pre-Calculus has been working with matrices and probability.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

2021- 2022 yearbooks are available! Please see Mrs. Kratochvil 
before or after school to purchase or pick it up if you have 

already ordered one. The price is $47 through December 2022 
($52 after December 31).  



FCCLA Members Attend Fall Leadership Workshop 
By Caitlin Kabes 

Kearney - Five students from Clarkson FCCLA recently attended the Nebraska Family, Career, and 
Community Leaders of America Fall Leadership Workshop in Kearney. This annual event was held on Monday, 
September 19, 2022, with nearly 600 student members, chapter advisers, and guests from over 70 chapters 
statewide attending the conference.  
 
The Nebraska FCCLA state theme for this year is ‘Aspire to Inspire,’ which encourages members to do their 
best to inspire others through their actions, involvement, and personal development obtained through their 
FCCLA experiences. Students at the event heard from members of the Nebraska FCCLA State Officer Team, 
the State Peer Officer Teams, and Mike Donahue, inspirational speaker and author of Value Up. Mike shared 
a keynote message of perseverance and acceptance as he challenged participants to recognize their own 
value as they continued to seek positive experiences both in and out of FCCLA. He encouraged them to 
always reach for the top shelf and surround themselves with the people that would continuously support and 
challenge them to make their dreams reality. 
 
Abby Fiske and Ally Sedlacek, both former state officers, led the New Member track. FCCLA competitive 
events, recognition opportunities, and National Programs sessions focused on providing new members a solid 
foundation on which to build their FCCLA experiences.  Addison McAtee and Teagan Baumert were 
participants in the New Member track. In the Chapter Leader track, officer training sessions were facilitated 
by the 2022-2023 Nebraska State Officers for chapter leaders to gain more knowledge about their chapter 
officer positions. Sessions in the Chapter Leader Track featured collaborative discussions about awards and 
recognition, membership, competitive events, building a program of work and public relations, along with 
the chance for members to share ideas and network with others.   Drew Beeson, Alyssa Gurnsey, and Korbin 
Lemburg participated in the Chapter Leader track. 
 
In the afternoon, participants had the opportunity to attend various breakout sessions presented by partner 
organizations. Nebraska FCCLA was excited to include content from Addressing Human Trafficking, Harvest 
of the Month & Other Farm to School Opportunities in Nebraska, and Everyone Can Do Something: Engaging 
with Vulnerable Populations in the Community to provide more information about how students can address 
human trafficking, connecting schools with locally grown foods, and how to make a positive impact, 
respectively. The State Officers also presented additional sessions on Alumni and Associates, what CTE is, 
opportunities in FCCLA, and how to be a better leader.  

“We had a lot of fun and learned a lot about building our chapter and making a bigger impact on our 
community. The main focus in the workshops I attended was the L in FCCLA which stands for leaders and 
how we can lead more than just our activity, but also lead our school and communities.” ~ Drew Beeson 
 
About FCCLA 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) is a 
dynamic and effective national student organization that helps 
students become leaders and address important personal, 
family, work, and societal issues through Family and Consumer 
Sciences education. With over 199,000 members nationwide and 
nearly 3,000 members in over 100 chapters in Nebraska, FCCLA is 
the only career and technical in-school student organization with 
a central focus on careers that support families. Participation in 
FCCLA programs and chapter activities helps members become 
strong leaders in their families, careers, and communities. 
Nebraska FCCLA is supported through the Nebraska Center for 
Student Leadership and Extended Learning at the Nebraska 
Department of Education. For more information about FCCLA, 
please visit www.nebraskafccla.org.      
 

 
(L-R)Teagan Baumert, Alyssa Gurnsey (Secretary), 

Addison McAtee, Korbin Lemburg 
(Reporter/Treasurer), Drew Beeson (President) 



Yearbook News 
By Sofia Kratochvil  

My name is Mrs. Kratochvil and I am the High school yearbook adviser this 
year. Just a few quick notes as we get started with the year. We have a great group 
of kids in journalism this year so I am excited to see how this year goes.  
 

2021- 2022 yearbooks are available! Please see Mrs. Kratochvil before or 
after school to purchase or pick it up if you have already ordered one. The price is 
$47 through December 2022 ($52 after December 31).   

 
 
 
This year we are going to try something new called yearbook snap. It is a free app 

that allows community members or families to send pictures to the yearbook. To submit 
them, you must use our school code patriots.  
 

 
 
To keep the yearbook at a reasonable price for students and families every 

year, the staff goes around to the local businesses and asks for their support by 
purchasing ads to place in the yearbook. If you or someone you know would like to 
buy an ad to support the yearbook please contact Mrs. Kratochvil 
(ssedlacek@clarkson.esu7.org ). They start as low as $20 an ad.  
 
Thanks,  
Mrs. Kratochvil 

 

 
 
The journalism staff is responsible for collecting photos for the yearbook and newspapers. The following photos are 

due BEFORE THANKSGIVING BREAK. (If we do not receive your pictures at that time, the school picture from Digital 
Solutions will be used.)        

1. Headshot for the senior page of the yearbook. 
2. Baby picture for the senior page of the yearbook. 
3. Headshot for Colfax County Press. 
4. Headshot to be used for BOTH the Columbus Telegram and for the alumni board in the lobby. 

A headshot is a vertical photograph of just the head and shoulders. Pictures of the entire body are too far away to be used. 

Please LABEL your photos with your name and what you want it to be used for. We need FOUR separate pictures (even if 
you’re using the same pose, we need four different photos to mail and scan). Pictures can be mailed, hand-delivered, or emailed  

Families also have until Thanksgiving break to buy a baby ad in the back of the yearbook. Please send the following if 
interested: 

1. $20 (payable to CLARKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL). 
2. Baby picture of your child. 
3. A short message of congratulations and encouragement. 

Again, we must have all pictures BEFORE THANKSGIVING BREAK! Thank you for your cooperation! If you have any 
questions, feel free to email me at ssedlacek@clarkson.esu7.org or call me at the school at (402) 892-3454.  

Sincerely,  
Mrs. Kratochvil, Journalism Advisor 



 

(Schedule Subject to Change) 
Saturday, October 1st – Varsity VB tournament at Leigh 9:00 am 
  Girls Golf invite at Oakland 9:00 am 
  SB double dual at Dodge 10:00 am 
Monday, October 3rd – JH FB at Howells-Dodge 4:30 pm 
  JV FB at Howells-Dodge (split-squad) 6:00 pm 
  JV FB vs Lyons-Decatur NE (split-squad) in Clarkson 5:00 pm 
  JH VB vs. Howells-Dodge at Clarkson 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, October 4th – NO School for Preschool-6th Grade 
  Career Fair for Grades 10-12 in Clarkson 8:30-11:45 am 
  Girls Golf District in Oakland 9:00 am 
  Varsity VB triangular at Plainview 5:00 pm 
  One Act practice 6:30-8:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 5th – 10:00 late start – Teacher In-Service – No morning preschool 
  One Act practice 9:00-9:50 am 
  FFA Connecting Chapters training in Stanton 
Thursday, October 6th – FFA EDGE at NECC 
  C/JV/Varsity VB vs. Humphrey St. Francis at Leigh 5:00/6:00/7:00 pm 
Friday, October 7th – FB at Cross County 7:00 pm 
Saturday, October 8th – FFA “Feed the Farmer” 
Monday, October 10th – FCCLA District Leadership Conference - CCC Columbus 
  State Girls Golf Championships, TBD 
  JH FB at Lutheran High NE (split-squad) 4:30 pm 
  JH FB vs Humphrey/LHF at Leigh (split-squad) 4:30 pm 
  JH VB vs. Humphrey St. Francis at Leigh 5:30 pm 
  JV FB at Lutheran High NE (split-squad) 6:00 pm 
  JV FB vs Humphrey/LHF at Leigh (split-squad) 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, October 11th – State Girls Golf Championships, TBD 
  JH VB vs. Stanton at Leigh 4:30 pm 
  SOC Committee meeting 7:00-8:30 pm 
Wednesday, October 12th – Student & staff picture retakes with Digital Solutions 
  State Softball Championships, TBD 
  FFA NRD Area Land Judging in Tilden 
  NHS Blood Drive 11:30 am-5:30 pm 
  School Board Meeting 6:00 pm 
Thursday, October 13th – EHC Conference VB tournament, TBA 
  State Softball Championships, TBD 
Friday, October 14th – End of Quarter 1 

State Softball Championships, TBD 
  FB vs Madison at Leigh 7:00 pm 
Saturday, October 15th – EHC Conference VB tournament finals at Wisner-Pilger 



Monday, October 17th – One Act practice 6:30-8:00 pm 
Tuesday, October 18th – C/JV/Var. VB at Oakland-Craig 5:00/6:00/7:00 pm 
  One Act practice 6:30-8:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 19th – FFA NRD State Land Judging in Scottsbluff 
Thursday, October 20th – ASVAB testing for Juniors 
  FB Playoffs Round 1 – TBD 
Friday, October 21st – NO School – Fall Break 
Saturday, October 22nd – ACT Test Date 
Monday, October 24th – Var. VB Sub Districts, TBD 
Tuesday, October 25th - Var. VB Sub Districts, TBD 
Wednesday, October 26th – FFA National Convention in Indianapolis 
Thursday, October 27th - FFA National Convention in Indianapolis 
  FFA Greenhand Ceremony 7:00 pm 
Friday, October 28th - FFA National Convention in Indianapolis 
  FB Playoffs Round 1 – TBD 
Saturday, October 29th - FFA National Convention in Indianapolis 
  Var. VB District Finals, TBD 
 

October Breakfast and Lunch Menu 
(Menu subject to change) 

  Breakfast     Lunch 
October 3       bagel and cream cheese                     cheese crunchers     
October 4        breakfast sausage on a bun                cavatini  
October 5        10:00 start - no breakfast                    breaded chicken patty sandwich 
October 6        cereal                                                      hot dog on a bun 
October 7        Clarkson Bakery rolls                                     hot ham and cheese sandwich 
 
October 10      egg, ham, and cheese on a Clarkson           chicken Philly 
                        Bakery croissant 
October 11      French toast and sausage                      sub sandwich                                  
October 12     yogurt parfait                                           tacos 
October 13      muffin                                                       popcorn chicken 
October 14      homemade breakfast burrito                   pizza 
 
October 17      pancake on a stick                                  BBQ pork sandwich 
October 18      egg, sausage, and cheese on a biscuit         fried chicken 
October 19      waffles and sausage                               fish sticks 
October 20      combos                                                   grilled cheese or tuna salad sandwich 
October 21      NO SCHOOL  
 
October 24      breakfast bites                                        mini corn dogs 
October 25      tornado                                                   spaghetti and meat sauce 
October 26      biscuits and gravy                                   chicken fajita 
October 27      omelet and hashbrown                           Oriental chicken 
October 28      egg, ham, cheese on an English muffin         hamburger 
 
October 31    PB&J                                                       chili 
 
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE - This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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religion, national or ethnic origin, sex, marital status, age or disabilities in 
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